Since the beginning of October several Partisan
brigades have been engaged in the battle for Banya-

Luka, the administrative center for Pavelich's "In-
dependent Croatia" movement. It is being defended
by Germans, Pavelich's Ustashi and the Serbian Chet^

niks standing side by side.

A list of achievements such as the above could
not possibly have been the work of "lawless" elements,
or small bands of roving guerrillas with no central
purpose, no central command, no military discipline,
as the Ankara journalists would have us believe. These
are solid anti-fascist victories and only when traced
on the map can we appreciate how farflung is this
battle line, and what it must cost the enemy in men,
supplies and interruption of communications to the
Eastern Front.

An estimate of these achievements eventually
leads one to ask, what part in this magnificent resist-
ance was taken by Drazha Mikhailovich? E. Berg
Holt, writing from London to the Christian Science
Monitor on September 16, asserts that the relations of
this Partisan Army to the Chetniks are "shroiided in
mystery" and reports that clashes have occurred be-
tween them. This is a "mystery" only if we continue
to erroneously assume that the Chetniks are fighting
the Axis, or fail to understand that the partisans are
the only ones fighting the invaders. Furthermore, if
we realize that the Partisan Army is under the Su-
preme Command already described, and not under
Mikhailovich, the mystery should disappear entirely,
particularly because these partisan victories have been
the only victories against the Axis invaders recorded
anywhere.

But Mr. Holt's bewilderment is not at all strange.
Although the Yugoslavians engaged in active guerrilla
warfare against the invaders called themselves from
the very outset "The Partisan and Volunteer Army of
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